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Car of the Month 

1953 Oldsmobile Super 88 Sedan 
By Steve White 
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Editor’s Note:  Steve wrote a fascinating article on his 1953 Olds.  Unfortunately, 

the full content exceeded the available space in the Clutch Chatter.  Presented is 

the abridged edition, but I encourage everyone to read the full article on the Re-

gion’s website.  Great job Steve!  Sorry I could not include it all.  

I was in my teens and very proud of my hopped-up 51 Studebaker 

V8. With me behind the wheel, the car and I enjoyed a reputation 

for winning street races in the small California town of Vallejo in 

the 1950s. One Saturday night at Eat and Run, a handsome dark 

stranger arrived on the scene. It was a black 1953 Oldsmobile Super 

88 two-door sedan with a three-on-the-tree transmission.  

Like two dogs circling and growl-

ing, the Studebaker and the Olds 

revved their engines, the expres-

sions on the two drivers’ faces left 

no doubt; there would be a race.  

The two cars roared off in a cloud 

of smoke and burning rubber 

fighting to be first to the ¼-mile 

mark.  The Olds reached the fin-

ish line first and I vowed 

“Someday I would have a car just 

as good.” 

In 2004, I had just retired from 

15 years of SCCA racing and was 

about to embark on my second 

childhood by returning to the cars 

of the 50s. My long-delayed 

dream was about to play out with 

the help of Hemmings Motor 

News.  I started from the begin-

ning and worked my way to the 

“O’s”. And there it was, a 1953 

Oldsmobile Super 88 2-door se-

dan with factory 3-speed. 

 

Continued on page 3 

The fully restored 1953 Oldsmobile 

Super 88 in all her glory. 

Steve’s Olds in primer during restora-

tion. 
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Region Contacts 
 

Bull Run Region Website: 

www.bullrunaaca.org 

Officers 

President:  Bill Holmes 

(703)644-6890  

wholmes2@cox.net 

Vice Pres: Scott Patton 

(703) 474-6909 

klustr18@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Pam Pandolfi 

(703) 754-4668 

pamp.pp25@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Nicki Hudson 

(540) 522-6533 

nancyshudson@msn.com 

Board of Directors 

George Richardson  

(703) 768-1569 

 richardson13@cox.net 

Brandon Bazan 

(703) 361-2492 

bbazan25@gmail.com 

Pete Pandolfi 

(703)754-4668  

Peter.Pandolfi@tsa.dhs.gov 

BRR Website Coordinator 

Bill Holmes 

wholmes2@cox.net 

BRR Sunshine Committee: 

Joann Richardson 

(703) 768-1569 

richardson13@cox.net 

The President’s Page  by Bill Holmes 

1-6-2-5-8-3-7-4 

It is the most important and yet basic series of numbers associated with 

your old car.  Change anything around or get it out of order and the en-

gine will start to spit and sputter, make loud explosion sounds, loose 

power and eventually come to a stop.   this is the FIRING ORDER for 

the engine, in this case a Buick straight eight.  Every engine has one and 

so does every successful club.   

So what are your Executive Board and the elected Officers doing this 

year to insure the Bull Run Region stays in top running form and its fir-

ing order is correct?  We have: 

1— initiated a survey of current members to learn your  desires 

6—initiated an outreach to 220 AACA national members living in area 

who are not participating with the Region and we are planning a recruit-

ing program aimed at non AACA car enthusiasts in N Virginia 

2— revised the meetings to focus more on a social event and less rou-

tine business discussion 

5— re-gapped the speakers  program to have one at each meeting 

8— planned a host of old car  dr iving events throughout the year   

3— continue producing our  award winning newsletter  and website 

7— celebrate in September  the 40th Rohr car show in September 

4— create a strategic  plan to improve the club’s activities to come 

But to be really successful, we need more than the actions of the elected 

leadership above.  

 We need more volunteers to help out on a host of activities. 

Several committee chairs and committee memberships remain unfilled 

along with needing touring event planners and Rohr show workers.  Not 

every volunteer activity requires a yearlong major commitment either.  

Many are one time or just a few times per year commitments.  Please 

look at the list below and email me wholmes2@cox.net if you want to 

help making Bull Run the best old car club in the DC Metro area. 

 Program committee Chair and members to plan the yearly program 

of activities and speakers 

 Club event coordinators to work out the details for a club outing 

 Car of the month members to select and write short articles on selected members cars 

 Welcoming committee members to follow up with new members 

 Rohr show volunteers to help out the day of the show 

 Volunteers to help with the recruiting effort by going to selected events as ambassadors 

Thanks you for your support and I look forward to seeing you (and bring a friend) at upcoming events.     

Sincerely, Bill  

http://www.bullrunaaca.org/
mailto:wholmes2@cox.net
mailto:klustr18@yahoo.com
mailto:pamp.pp25@gmail.com
mailto:nancyshudson@msn.com
mailto:richardson13@cox.net
mailto:joe.a.drago@gmail.com
mailto:Peter.Pandolfi@tsa.dhs.gov
mailto:wholmes2@cox.net
mailto:richardson13@cox.net
mailto:wholmes2@cox.net
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Ever wonder what it is like to drive 2900 miles with just a 

list of directions like these below? 

1. Go to third stop sign, turn right and go to 40 mph for 

2 min 35 sec then slow to 20 mph 

2. Slow to  35 mph at 45 mph warning sign 

3. Turn right on Baker Street, slow to 20 mph 

And on like this for nine days. 

Well now is your chance to learn about the ex-

citing sport of antique/vintage car endurance road rallying 

and driving in the “Indy 500” of the sport, the Great 

Race.   

Steve Keller and Brian Blood, veteran antique car preci-

sion road rally racers will present the challenges of the 

sport and their experiences racing in the North East Rally 

Club and participation in The Great Race.  Fulfilling a 

bucket list desire, Steve and Brian launched into the sport 

with the Northeast Rally club 6 years ago.  After a couple 

races they were convinced to proceed, so they purchased 

a 1969 Saab Model 

96 to use as their rac-

er.  Steve and Brian 

won the Sportsman’s 

class in the Great 

Race in their Rookie 

outing in 2012 in a 

2900 mile, 9 day rally 

encircling the Great 

Lakes from Traverse 

City Michigan, into Canada, through NY, PA and Ohio 

finishing at The Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn.  

Steve and Brian will explain the rules and how to-s 

of precision road rallying, how antique cars are prepared 

for such stressful long distance rallying and what it is like 

to drive in the Great Race.  Now with three Great races 

under their belts, they are preparing for the 2015 race 

from St Louis to Santa Monica along historic Route 66, 

competing with 100 other antique cars for over 

$150,000.00 in prize money.  Come out on March 8th to 

hear their enticing sto-

ry of a unique aspect 

of antique car owner-

ship.  

 

 

 

Car of the Month continued 

It was like the car that humiliated me almost fifty years 

before. In 1949, Olds had set the stage for the forthcom-

ing horsepower race with its new “Rocket” V8 engine 

and, along with Hudson, was dominating NASCAR and 

AAA stock car racing. Better yet, Hershel McGriff had 

placed first overall in the 

inaugural 1950 Mexican 

Road Race in a new 88, 

the race that most in-

spired me as a kid.   

The Olds was bought new 

in Chicago by then-73-

year-old Diana Soverign. 

The car remained in her 

family for three generations (all women) until bought by a 

broker in Oregon in 2002. The arid Oklahoma climate 

had been kind to the car, which was always garaged and 

had accumulated only 58,000 miles. It had a very sound 

foundation. The car was 

yellow (with black top) 

and looked good from 20 

feet. But a close-up re-

vealed dozens of tiny 

touch-up paint dabs. And 

there were some waves 

in the body. Luckily, 

there were no apparent 

signs of dreaded rust. 

And the car ran well.  

The work actually began in my garage in Falls Church. I 

removed all the chrome bright work to have it re-plated. 

Then I removed the engine and transmission. My plan 

was to do the mechanical work myself, including a com-

plete rebuild of the engine.  After more disassembly, the 

car was soda blasted inside and out. This led to even more 

disassembly, including all the glass and everything from 

the bulkhead – wires, pedals, steering gear, and all. This 

would be a total restoration. 

Continued on page 4 

Veteran Great Racers Talk at March Meeting 

March Automotive Trivia Question 

What importer only sold 2 of their 

products their first year (1949) on 

the USA market?  

See answer on Page 7 

The heart of the beast. 

Fresh out of the paint booth. 
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Editor’s Notes   by Peter W. Pandolfi: 

 

 
 
Bull Run Region AACA  
The Clutch Chatter Editor  
6837 General Longstreet’s Line  
Manassas, VA 20109-2225  
 

Thanks to all for your positive comments on the new 

format for the Clutch Chatter.  My goal is to make this 

an informative vehicle for keeping Bull Run members 

informed of Club activities and provide some enter-

tainment.  If you know of any upcoming events, 

please let me know.  I also encourage our members to 

submit articles on events you have attended, complete 

with pictures, for publication in the Clutch Chatter.  

Have not been to an event recently?  Not a problem.  I 

would be delighted to receive articles on some part of 

automotive history, description of your restoration 

project or a discourse on a particular skill that you 

would like to share.  Please submit any articles, pic-

tures or ideas to me at  

email: rr4pwp@gmail.com.   

Deadline for Clutch Chatter Submissions: 

25th of each month for inclusion in the next issue. 

 

March Anniversaries 

Ray & Lenita Franklin   Mar 23  

 

March Birthdays    

Kathy Hermann    Mar 7  

Ada McGlothlin    Mar 17  

Pete Daniels     Mar 21  

Anton Bestebreurtje    Mar 22  

Byron Alsop     Mar 30  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Car of the Month continued 

In the nude, the car revealed a few more flaws, includ-

ing a little rust at a body mount in the trunk and at the 

bottom of the left rear fender. And the left front fender 

had been hit and not properly straightened. This latter 

problem required some tedious cutting and grafting to 

achieve the proper contour around the wheel opening.  

Eventually, the car was ready for the paint booth. The 

car was painted in the original Olds colors of Lotus 

Cream (yellow) with black top using PPG clear coat/

base coat. The dash components and garnish moldings 

were painted in original gray. The wheels were pow-

der-coated in their original red and painted gray on the 

back sides. 

Work-

ing on 

the en-

gine at 

home, I 

discov-

ered a 

deep 

valve 

seat 

crack in the left 

cylinder head. A 

replacement was found in Ohio. All the disassembled 

components were sent to a friend’s son who did the 

machine work, including boring to 0.030” over and 

turning the crank journals to 0.010” under. I complet-

ed the reassembly of the engine and painted it the 

proper Olds engine green. 

Timing couldn’t have been better. The engine was 

ready just about when the car emerged from the paint 

booth. Reassembly proceeded quickly and was fin-

ished in January, 2008. Then it was off to Joe’s Up-

holstery in Frederick, Maryland, for a complete new 

gray interior, which matched the original.  

A friend suggested it would be a good idea to put it in 

an AACA show to get a First Junior? Fortunately, 

there was a Spring Meet at nearby Cumberland, Mary-

land, scheduled just a few weeks away. So, I was okay 

with that, but did plan to drive the car - someday. 

Continued on page 7 

Stylish from all angles. 
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Meeting Minutes for February 8, 2015 by Pam Pandolfi, Secretary 

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 4:15 pm at the 

Manassas VFW building by President Bill Holmes 

leading the club in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Treasurer's Report: 

Nicki Hudson presented the Treasurer's report, mo-

tion to approve report as read was made by Pete 

Pandolfi and seconded by Brandon Bazan. 

Sunshine Report: 

JoAnn Richardson presented the Sunshine Report.  

Cards were sent to Bud Lewis, Darrel Baker and 

Scott Patterson for best wishes and speedy recov-

ery.  The members joined President Holmes in wel-

coming Dr. Art Gower.  Art and Gwen Gower have 

a 1930 Model A Ford sedan.  We look forward to 

seeing the Model A and the Gower's at future meet-

ings and functions. 

ODMA Report: 

Franklin Gage reported on the ODMA meeting.  

The 62nd ODMA show will be hosted by the 

Waynesboro/Staunton AACA Regional Club on 

May 22 & 23, 2015.  The Awards Banquet will be 

held after the show on Saturday.  Information can 

be found on their web site.  Members attending are 

encouraged to volunteer for judging. 

Bill Sessler reported the 2015 Membership roster is 

in final stages for printing.  Bill also reported that 

after reviewing membership renewals there was a 

total of 6 non-renewals. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Membership Drive: 

President Bill Holmes presented his plan to increase 

club membership.   Charlie Buhl is assisting with 

recruiting for the membership drive.   

In our geographical region there are 274 AACA 

members who are not associated with a regional 

club.  They have worked with Bob Parrish, AACA 

National Vice President and Chairman Regions De-

velopment & Support – Eastern Division, sending 

letters introducing our club and inviting them to 

join us in upcoming events.  To encourage National 

AACA members to join our club, they will receive 

free region membership for one year, if they sign up 

for the electronic Clutch Chatter.  To receive the 

paper copy there will be the standard $5.00 fee, to 

help cover cost of printing and mailings.   

President Holmes also advised the club that an in-

ternal survey will be sent to current membership to 

get a better understanding of club members desires 

for future events and activities.  In the survey there 

will be inquiry to interest in dinner meetings.  

Looking for restaurants with meeting rooms or pri-

vacy to hold meetings. 

Events for the Year: 

March 2015 the actives committee is planning a 

day trip to the AACA Museum; the collec-

tion of TUCKER vehicles is now open. 

March meeting program - Road Rallying in An-

tique cars, by Steve Keller and Brian Blood. 

September is the 40th Anniversary of the Rohr 

Show. 

December the Manassas Christmas Parade, date 

to be announced. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR: 

Members with collections who would like to 

host a monthly meeting or just a day event 

for the club to visit. 

Members interested in working with the board 

in forming a program committee. Sugges-

tions: Additional parades in region; l day or 

overnight tours; local community event dis-

plays.  Fairs or fundraisers to spark interest 

in Classic Cars. 

ROHR SHOW: 

Currently President Holmes, the board of directors 

and club officers are conducting planning meetings.  

There is an urgent need for someone to accept the 

Chairman position to oversee the show. 

Show date September 19th, 2015 

Manassas Historic Museum field has been re-

served 

Judging will be by participant votes 

Awards: 66 trophies to be presented. top 50; 

best of show; 40th anniversary; Edgar Rohr 

award; Mayors award; 

Car of the Month: 

Visit the Bull Run Regional AACA website 

(www.bullrunaaca.org) to read more on Bryon and 

Alida Alsop's 1936 Cadillac V12.  Steve White's 

car was selected as the Car of the Month for March. 

Monthly Program: 

Jon Battle presented an informative program on the 

Hudson Terraplane. 

Brandon Bazan won the 50/50 drawing. 

Bill Sessler moved the meeting adjourn, George 

Richardson seconded the motion.  Meeting ad-

journed at 5:20pm 
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2015 Calendar of Events and Activities 

Bull Run Region Calendar: 

Mar 8, 2015—Monthly Meeting, Manassas VFW 

Apr 12, 2015—Monthly Meeting, Manassas VFW 

Apr 11, 2015— Bull Run AACA Museum Tour 

May 10, 2015—Monthly Meeting, Manassas VFW 

May 22-23—ODMA Meet, Staunton, VA 

Jun 6—Orphan Car Tour, Howard County, MD 

Area Calendar: 

Mar 7—Tidewater Swap Meet, Chesapeake, VA 

Mar 14—Richmond Region 2nd indoor/outdoor swap 
meet 

Mar 14—Chesapeake Region auto parts and car corral 

Mar 14—Antique Auto Parts Flea Market, Howard Coun-

ty, MD 

Mar 27-28—Sugarloaf Mountain Region Auto Parts 

Swap Meet, Westminster, MD 

Apr 9-12—Southeast Spring Meet, Charlotte, NC 

Apr 30-May 2—Eastern Spring Meet, Tidewater Region, 

Virginia Beach, VA 

May 9—57th Apple Blossom Meet, Shenandoah Region, 

Winchester, VA 

National AACA Calendar: 

Mar 6-8—Puerto Rico Region Winter Meet 

Mar 18-21—Annual Grand National & Western Spring 
dual meets Tucson , AZ 

Apr 22-25—Spring Carlisle, Carlisle, PA 

May 4-6—AACA Southeastern Tour, Pigeon Forge, TN 

May 22-24—Gateway Southern Stampede MCA—
Grovetown, GA 

 

Congratulation Jim & Sally Batchelder!  J im & Sally 

attended the Ecklers Winter National Convention in Or-

lando, Florida this year with their 1957 Chevy BelAir se-

dan.  At the event, their car captured a First Place 1957 

Restored Senior Award with 991 of 1,000 points.  The 

also received the Best Original Interior Award.  Way to 

go Jim and Sally! 

Congratulation Bull Run Region!  Despite the low 

turnout and inclement weather, the Region won a Third 

Place award for Vehicle Units in the Greater Manassas 

Christmas Parade.  Along with a certificate, suitable for 

framing, the Region receive a $15 cash award. 

Orphan Car Tour!  The 26th annual Orphan Car  

Tour will take place this year on Saturday, June 6 in 

Howard County, Md.  The Tour will start and end at the 

Howard County Fairgrounds in West Friendship, 

Md.  The route will incorporate several stops at points of 

interest in the Ellicott City area. This year's tour will be 

planned by the DeSoto Owners Club of Maryland, one of 

the Tour's sponsoring groups. The schedule, attractions 

and dinner information will be posted, when available, to 

the Tour's official website at 

www.orphancartour.org .  For further information phone 

Jon Battle at (540) 364-1770 or e-mail TourDirec-

tor@orphancartour.org.  The Orphan Car Tour welcomes 

all "orphan" (discontinued-make) cars at least 25 years 

old.  

ODMA Meet!  62nd Old Dominion Meet 

May 22-23, 2015 

Staunton, VA 

Hosted by the W-S Region AACA 

Host Hotel - The Holiday Inn Staunton Conference Cen-

ter 

152 Fairway Lane, Staunton, VA 24401 

540-248-6020 / ODMA Rate $99 per night 

Mark the dates on your calendar now! 

 

 

Mar 8 Steve Keller & Brian Blood “The Great Race” 

Apr 12  Phil Graves “Antique Automotive Toys” 

May 10 TBD  “Early Mustangs” 

Editor’s Note: Jon  Battle is soliciting speakers for the 

rest of the year. Please consider contacting Jon to get 

scheduled to speak about any antique vehicle related top-

ic – to include discussing your pride and joy, your first 

car, your first restoration, or any technical topic. Got a 

short movie or friend with automotive skills, these re-

sources can be used for a possible presentation.  

 

Member News 

Special Presentation Schedule  

http://www.orphancartour.org/
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Car of the Month continued 

 When we got the First Junior, I was quickly informed of 

the Senior, which could be earned at Hershey in the fall. 

So, once again I delayed my plans. Since earning the Sen-

ior, the Olds has picked up its Grand National and Grand 

National Senior awards. And it has competed well in 

Oldsmobile Club shows and other events.  

In May, 2014, Judy and I took the car on a rainy AACA 

tour at Tappahannock, Virginia, finally freeing it from its 

sheltered existence. Now, the journey continues.   

The date was February 8, 2015 when Bull Run Region 

member Jon Battle answered the question that has been on 

everyone’s minds.  

Jon gave a wonderful 

20 minute presenta-

tion on the subject 

complete with slide 

graphics and vintage 

video footage.  He 

started with a brief 

history of the Hudson 

Motor Car Company 

and their place among 

the many other Ameri-

can auto manufacturers of the day.  What Hudson history 

would be complete without a nod to the Essex automo-

bile?  The Essex, according to Jon, was basically the entry 

level Hudson and introduced in 1919.  While not as well-

appointed, the Essex enjoyed Hudson’s excellent build 

quality at a lower price.  Why all this talk about Essex?  

Well, it turns out that in 1932 the first Terraplane was an 

Essex model.  The Essex 

Terraplane sold well, but 

after two years the name 

Essex was dropped from 

the Terraplane signaling 

changes to come.  Starting 

in 1934 the car was 

known as just the Ter-

raplane.  The next move 

was recognizing the Ter-

raplane as a Hudson Ter-

raplane.  For one brief year, 

the Hudson Terraplane was 

available with an eight cylinder 

engine, but after that year all 

Terraplanes had their standard 

six cylinder engine.  1937 

proved to be the last year the 

Terraplane was manufactured.  

In 1938 the Terraplane became 

the Hudson 112.  How does Jon 

know so much about the Ter-

raplane?  He owns a 1937 Hud-

son Terraplane convertible and 

what an eye catching car it is.  

Everyone greatly enjoyed this 

presentation and all came away 

knowing a bit more about this wonderful independent 

marque and one of its most special models.  Oh, so what 

is a Terraplane?  Well you had to be there to find out. 

March Trivia Question Answer: 

Volkswagen only sold two Beetle's here in America 

in 1949.   

What’s a Terraplane? By Peter W. Pandolfi 

Bull Run members enjoying the 

Jon Battle starting the pro-

That’s not a Terraplane! 

Jon Battle’s 1937 Hudson Terraplane 
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79th Annual Meeting of the AACA by Bill Holmes 

I had the pleasure of representing the Bull Run Region at 

the 79th annual meeting of AACA in Philadelphia along.  

Franklin Gage was also 

there representing Bull 

Run and the other regions 

to which he belongs.  

There were well over 400 

members in attendance for 

the two days of seminars, 

meetings and awards ban-

quette.   I attended the 

Presidents Dinner on 

Friday evening where we made our donation to the Muse-

um and Library.  Bull Run’s Clutch Chatter and the web-

site both received Awards for excellent publications.  At 

the auction after the dinner, the Packard trunk we donated 

sold for $400 and was in the middle of a three way bid-

ding war over it.  I 

was very pleased with 

the outcome  as was 

Bill Edmunds, Muse-

um President.  It was 

the second highest 

selling item that night. 

There were 44 semi-

nars on a host of sub-

jects plus 5 Judging 

schools.  I attended 

several Region Leadership and Development seminars, 

one on antique models and the Judging school.  I had time 

to meet with Bob Parrish who moved up from VP of Re-

gions to Execuative VP .  

Bob has been helping us 

in our recruitment efforts.  

At General meeting Sat 

afternoon, Mickey Bohne 

turned the gavel over to 

incoming President, Don 

Barlup.  2015’s major fo-

cus is to increase the out-

reach to new young and 

student members. A copy of the minutes will be posted on 

the website www.bullrunaaca.org along with more pic-

tures and information.  Thank you for the honor of repre-

senting the Bull Run Re-

gion. 

 

 

 

 

Bill, Franklin Gage & James Elliott’s  

Presentation 

Presidents Pass the Gavel 

Packard Trunk up for Sale 

Display of Region Banners 

Annual Awards Dinner 

http://www.bullrunaaca.org
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